
Developing Standards-based goals 

 
 

Example Student #1: 
Maria is a 7th grade student with a significant cognitive disability.  She is medically fragile and has no 
identified means of communication. She is able to sustain short periods of instruction, but frequent 
prompting is needed.  Recent evaluation attempts were inconclusive, but teachers report that Maria appears 
to be engaged for approximately 2 hours per day but tires easily and requires frequent breaks. 

Present Level Data 
 Maria has no identified means of communication 

 Medical needs interrupt instruction more than half of Maria’s 
school day 

 Maria recognizes family and familiar staff 

 Maria appears to be attentive approximately 2 hours per day 
in small group setting 

What do we know about this 
student’s specific learning needs? 
 
Which skill deficits impact academic 
standards across multiple subject 
areas? 

Grade-level 
Academic Standard(s) & General 

Access Skills 

 
7.RN.2.2.a.2: Provide a detailed, objective summary of a text. 
 
Identify key details from the text. Retell key details of the text in a 
sequence.  
 
Academic Vocabulary: Detail, Summary and Text 
 
Access skills are to increase communication skills during performance 
tasks. Choice making. 
 
 

Which academic standards are most 
affected by the student’s disability? 

 
What access skills are required for 
every student to access the selected 
grade-level standard? 
 

Student Specific  
Access Skills 

 
Identifying a detail about the main character and the setting through 
picture identification (selecting a picture). Sequence details in order-
beginning, middle and end- placing pictures in sequence.  
 

 
 

What access skills will this student 
require to make progress toward 
academic standards 

Goal and Objectives: 7.RN.2.2.a.2: Provide a detailed, objective summary of a text. 
 
GOAL: 
When presented with a detail (picture of character or setting) from 
the text and a distractor that is non-text related, Maria will select the 
detail with 35% accuracy. 
Objectives: 

 When presented with two picture choices (one character, one 
non relevant object), Maria will correctly identify the character 
in a story read aloud with 40% accuracy. 

 When presented with pictures of two key events/details from 
a story read aloud, Maria will correctly sequence the events 
(first and last) with 30% accuracy. 

(SLP) Receptive 



Developing Standards-based goals 

 
 

 When given two curriculum relevant picture options and using 
various prompting procedures and positive reinforcement, 
Maria will indicate a choice given with 50% accuracy.  

 (OT) 

 Maria will increase amount of time in small group setting by 30 
minutes every four months.  

Accommodations   
Text read aloud to student and technology read aloud options. 
 
Simple and direct language within the text and teacher directives. 
Graphics are provided for answer choices, along with the text, which 
give Maria a visual support to answer the questions.   

 

What services or supports may be 
provided in the classroom to increase 
access to the curriculum? 

Modifications  
(if needed) 

 

 
In what ways must the curriculum be 
changed for this student to access 
the content? 

 
 
Amount of text decreased, visual pictures of key details provided to 
the student, student engages in learning activity with frequent breaks, 
as needed.  
 

 

Specially Designed  
Instruction 

 
What teaching and learning must 
take place for this student to learn or 
improve needed access skills? 

 

 


