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Welcome!

• Name

• Position

• Share a celebration!

www.pcgeducation.com | PCG Education

Please take a 
moment to 
introduce 
yourself!



Project SUCCESS

www.pcgeducation.com | PCG Education

www.projectsuccessindiana.com

JESSE

Training Materials

Resources



Indiana Resource 
Network
www.doe.in.gov/specialed/indiana-resource-network



Summer Institutes
On-site Professional 

Development
Webinars

State/National 
Conferences

Online Tools and 
Resources

Project SUCCESS supports districts to ensure that students 
with significant cognitive disabilities achieve increasingly 
higher academic outcomes and leave high school ready for 
post-secondary options by providing ongoing and job 
embedded professional development focused on academic 
instruction, communication, and employability skills. 

• Views/Downloads of Content

355 attended 2017 Summer 
Regional Training

190 attended 2017 Fall 
Regional Training

3,438 webinar views

11,860 views/downloads of 
Content Connector resources

“As a result of partnering with 

Project SUCCESS, my students 

are achieving at a much higher 

level as I am providing access 

and exposure to grade level 

content connectors and 

curriculum.” 

Unpacking Content 
Connectors

Curriculum 
Mapping

Goal Writing
Formative 

Assessment
Certificate of 
Completion

District Impact



Federal Updates



Considerations 

DEAR COLLEAGUE LETTER  

*NOVEMBER 2015

REAUTHORIZATION OF ESSA 

*DECEMBER 2015
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New Considerations 
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What key messages do they share?

• High Expectations

• Educating students with disabilities 
is a shared responsibility

• Access to general education 
curriculum and grade level 
standards

• Universal Design for Learning

• MTSS for all students

• Emphasis on Early Childhood 
Education

• Focus on alternate assessment 
aligned to grade level content 
standards for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities



Impact on Goal Writing 
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• Aligned to Grade 
Level Standards

• Connecting PLAAFP 
to IEP Goals

• Identifying Access 
Points and Barriers

• Specially Designed 
Instruction

• Progress Monitoring



Content Connectors



Understanding Content Connectors

Standards…

• Are not curriculum

• Are not intended to define HOW we teach

• Do not define services provided

It is important that you…

• Study and understand the Indiana Academic Standards and 
Content Connectors

• Know how to support engaging, content rich curriculum and 
assessments that are aligned to academic standards

• Know how to create standards-based IEPs



Alternate Academic 

Standards in 

Indiana

1
3

Aligned to the Indiana State

Standards

Identify priorities in each content  

area (ELA, Math, Science, Social 

Studies) to guide instruction for 

students  with significant cognitive 

disabilities

Assessed on ISTAR 

(Indiana’s Alternate 

Assessment)

Highlight the necessary knowledge and skills in the  

Indiana State Standards needed for students to reach the  

learning targets at each grade level.

Content Connectors



• The IEP team needs to become familiar with the 

Content Connectors for the each student’s assigned 

grade level. 

• Unpack the skills within the Content Connectors-

identifying access points for all levels of learners.

• Focus on what the student can do!
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Become Familiar with the Content 
Connectors



Content Priority







Unpacking the Content Connectors



Know the Access Skills for the 
Standard 

Unpacking Template

Content Connector:

SKILLS: What students should DO? (VERBS) CONCEPTS: What students should KNOW? (NOUNS)

What access skills are required for every student to master the selected grade-level standard?

Which access skills describe barriers for this student’s access to and progress toward this grade-level standard?



Know the Access Skills for the 
Standard 



In a Small Group:

Select a grade level 

Content Connector, 

Unpack the four key 

components & Share 

with the group.



Writing Standard Based 
IEPs
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• A standards-based IEP:

• is built on the belief that a student with disabilities is capable of achieving grade-level

proficiency if given appropriate  instruction and supports;

• addresses a broader, more meaningful set of academic skills and knowledge than a

traditional IEP; and

• ultimately prepares a student to earn a regular high school diploma and succeed after

graduation.

• Standards-based IEPs raise the bar on expectations and achievement:

• Parents and teachers have higher—but realistic—expectations of children with disabilities.

• Students receive tailored instruction and accommodations to help them achieve in the

general education curriculum at their  enrolled grade level.

• Standards-based IEPs encourage collaboration and awareness among educators, 

parents and schools. For example:

• Special education teachers, general education teachers and other IEP team members come

to better understand their state’s  academic content standards and will work together to

support student learning.

• Parents better understand what’s expected, according to state standards, of all studentsat 

their child’s grade level, how well  their child is doing compared to the standards, and how

to support their child’s learning at home.

• Teachers will better understand what a student with disabilities needs to achieve grade-level

standards.

Benefits of Standards-Based IEPs



What are Standards-Based IEPs?

Annual goals based on standards 

are not standards nor curriculum. 

They ...

• enable the child to be involved in 

and progress in the  general

curriculum.

• are directly related to the student’s 

needs as identified  in the PLAAFP.

• teach skills crucial for learning the

curriculum.

• include skills that meet other 

educational needs.

• always describe the expectations 

for what the student  will 

accomplish and be able to do.

“…a process and document that is  
framed by the state standards and  that 
contain annual goals aligned  with, and 

chosen to facilitate the  student’s 
achievement of, state  grade-level 

academic standards.”

Source: Standards-Based IEPs:  
Implementation in Selected States, 

Project  Forum at NASDSE, May 2007



• The IEP goals for students who participate in ISTAR include:

• Indiana Academic Standard or aligned Content Connector for grade in 

which the student is enrolled

• Present level of academic and functional performance 

• Description of benchmarks or short-term objectives (access points)

• Description of how student progress towards the goals will be measured

• Services or supports provided to the student to increase access to the 

general education curriculum

• Changes in the general education curriculum necessary for this student 

to access the content
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Writing Standards-Based IEP



Shifting Priorities

• Functional skills are still important for students with significant cognitive disabilities, 

but should be carefully reviewed to determine which skills are directly interfering with 

access to academic instruction and access to standards and curriculum.  For example, 

the ability to tie shoes, button pants, etc., do not directly interfere with accessing 

academic content.

• Functional skills are integrated into instruction in all classrooms during natural 

teaching moments. 

• Many skills are taught to students that do not need to be goals.  IEP goals should focus 

on skills aligned to standards that have the greatest impact across academic subject 

areas, allowing the student increased access to grade level content.

• Support staff (SLP, OT, PT) can also align goals to academic standards by focusing on 

the specific skill that is limiting access or progress in standards



Goal Writing 
Templates & 
Case Studies







Goal Writing 
Scenarios











• Begin with an overview of recent progress and strengths. Focus on what the student is 

able to do. 

• Present levels-begin building a consensus of the student’s educational needs. 

• Consider academics, communication and other areas to identify skills that can be used 

to promote access to the grade level content and accommodations and supports.

• Plan for the whole student – all professionals collaborate around the goals and 

outcomes

• Remember, shifting to higher academic expectations will take time, but students will 

respond! 
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Keep the Planning Student Focused



https://indianaieprc.org/images/lcmats/iepprocess/sagoals/GoalsCriteriaChecklist.pdf

Indiana IEP Resource Center

https://indianaieprc.org/images/lcmats/iepprocess/sagoals/GoalsCriteriaChecklist.pdf


https://www.indianaieprc.org/

www.projectsuccessindiana.com

Indiana Resource Centers

https://www.indianaieprc.org/
http://www.projectsuccessindiana.com/




Next Steps

EVALUATION & FEEDBACK FORM


